
Galatians 1:11-24
Teacher Guide

 Big Idea: 
What is my story?

 
Group Time: 
• Three things from your wallet – (20 minutes) This is an easy exercise designed to briefly allow folks 

to get to know each other. Each person looks through their wallet or purse and pulls out three things that 
they can tell one other person about themselves. It could be pictures, keys, credit cards…anything that 
describes them. After each duo completes the assignment have them share one fun thing about their new 
friend to the whole group.

Bible: 
• Ask – What is the one thing you still remember about the sermon?

• Say – Paul writes for us in this passage his spiritual journey. He breaks it down in three parts: a before, 
a beginning & an after. This was his unique story of how God has moved in his life. Let’s look at his 
journey. As I read, listen and see if you can find these three periods in the author’s life.

• Read – Galatians 1:11-24

• Ask – Can you find the dividing points in the apostle’s journey?

• Answer – 1:13-14 / 1:15-16 / 1:17-24

• Read – Galatians 1:13-14

• Ask – How did Paul describe himself? 

• Read – Galatians 1:15-16

• Ask – What were the key factors in Paul’s conversion? (Acts 9:1-7 Paul’s conversion)

• Read – Galatians 1:15-16 again

• Answer –   Paul’s Salvation  Everyone’s Salvation      
    set apart from birth  Ephesians 1:4, 2 Timothy 1:9                                                           

       …we were set apart before the foundations of the earth! 
    called by grace  2 Thes 2:14, Rom 8:28 
    revealed son   Mt 16:17, Luke 10:22 
    that I might preach  Ephesians 2:10 …we are set apart for “some” service



Galatians 1:11-24
Teacher Guide

 Big Idea: 
What is my story?

Bible: 
• Read – Galatians 1:17-24

• Say – We see here Paul’s spiritual journey. These hidden years equipped Paul to be the leader God was 
calling him to. So we see from these three sections his spiritual life or what some call his testimony.

• Ask – Who were the key people in your spiritual journey that got you to today?

• Tell your story – Take 6 minutes to share your spiritual journey:
   1. describe who you were before Christ (2 minutes)
   2. how you met Christ (2 minutes)
   3. how you’ve grown since Christ (2 minutes)
  Explain that this is what many call a testimony. It’s your spiritual journey, just like Paul had   

 a story. You won’t be able to cover everything, but you’ll be able to share the important people and  
 transitions as Jesus called you to himself.

• Prayer –  Thank God for the important people who have helped reveal Christ to you & helped you 
grow. Write down these people and situations. Ask those willing to say aloud these key people sometime 
during your closing prayer.

 Begin your prayer. Pray, “Lord we thank you for these people. We are grateful for those who pointed us 
to Jesus.” Allow the group to say these names aloud. Be okay if it’s silent…most will be praying silently. 
Thank God for those situations in your life. Close the prayer.



Galatians 1:11-24
Student Guide

Group Time

Who was Paul in his early years?
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What were the key factors in Paul’s conversion?
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What happened to Paul after his conversion?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Who were the important people in your spiritual journey?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________


