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Letter to the Leaders

 Dear Leaders,

  Don’t forget how important the relationships in your groups are. Its great to have 
a powerful Bible study. We want that to be a significant part of our groups. (ECO) Just 
remember they can get a better Bible study online or on the radio. There are literally hundreds 
of sites, mp3s, programs they can check into every day. AND, I hate to admit it, they’re better 
than us, probably every time.

But what they don’t have is you. They don’t have relationships they can enjoy in these other 
media possibilities. Remember how important your Prayer Time in your group is. How will 
you take it to the next level of intimacy?? How will you get your group to share their story? I 
never get tired of hearing someone’s testimony. I heard a friend’s last night. I was moved by 
God’s hand in my friend’s life.

So what am I saying? Don’t blow off your Group Time. Make it work for your group.

Enjoy the lesson.

     

   Dane
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Group Time: 
• As a group: - Have one of your members share their spiritual journey. They should share 5 minutes about 

their life before they came to Jesus, 5 minutes about how they came to Christ and 5 minutes about what their 
life has been like since becoming a follower of Christ. It’s best if you ask a person beforehand, so they have 
enough time to think through their story. 

 If you’ve completed everyone sharing their spiritual journey, start your meeting off with prayer requests. Then 
ask for volunteers to pray for each request.

Bible:
• Read – Galatians 4:8-9
 
• Ask – Paul talks about the Galatians being slaves to false gods (v. 8). What are some false gods that enslave 

people in our culture today?

• Answer – Career, kids, money, spouse, looks, what others think about us, sports, TV

• Ask – How do these things enslave us?

• Answer – They consume too much of our time. They take the place of God as our number one priority.

• Ask – If you noticed that one of these false gods was taking over the life of someone you loved, what could 
you do to open their eyes or help them break free?

• Read – Galatians 4:10-11

• Ask – If you were friends with someone who was keeping a list of rules rather than enjoying a relationship 
with God, what would you do?

• Read – Galatians 4:12

• Ask – In what way does Paul want the Galatians to become like him?

• Answer – He wants them to understand their freedom in Christ and live in that freedom.

• Ask – How did Paul become like them (1 Corinthians 9:20–22)?

• Answer – Even though he was a Jew, he lived like a Gentile, which he was able to do because of his freedom 
in Christ.
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• Read – “Embedded here is a principle of far-reaching importance for ministers, missionaries and other 
Christian workers. It is that, in seeking to win other people for Christ, our end is to make them like us, while 
the means to that end is to make ourselves like them. If they are to become one with us in Christian conviction 
and experience, we must first become one with them in Christian compassion. We must be able to say with the 
apostle Paul: ‘I became like you; now you become like me.’” (Stott, The Message of Galatians)

• Ask –  Who is one person you are trying to win for Christ, and what are some specific ways you might need to 
become like them to help them understand the gospel?

• Pray – Break the study into groups of three or four:
1. Have them share a prayer request, then encourage them to pray this week for one other person.
2. Have them also pray for a person on their hearts and especially for their own humility in “becoming like 

them.”

* If you have time....

• Ask – In verse 28 Paul first points out that among believers male and female is irrelevant. How can individual 
Christians or individual families live according to this principle? What are some specific things you, 
personally, can do this week to live this out?

• Read – Galatians 4: 12b-16

• Ask – What are some of the characteristics of the Galatians attitude for Paul when he was with them?

• Ask – Based on their attitude for Paul, what should be our attitude for our pastors?  Consult 2 Thess. 5:12-13 
and Acts 17:11 for ideas.

• Ask – Apostle Paul asks, “Where has joy gone?” (v. 15). Define joy as it relates to the Christian life. (Perhaps, 
“delight in God and his work”)

• Ask – What are the evidences that someone has lost their joy?

• Ask – How does legalism expedite the loss of joy and what can be done to get it back?  

• Read – Galatians 4:17–20

• Ask – These verses contrast the attitudes of the Judaizers with the attitude of Paul toward the Galatians. What 
are the differences?
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            Judaizers                    Paul

     • They flatter but have bad motives    •    Loves them like his children
 
              • They seek to separate the Galatians    •    Is fully invested in them (like a 
    from Paul so they can hold them in               woman in labor is invested in the
    bondage          baby’s birth)
          
           •    Desires that they become more like 
                          Christ (not himself)
           
            •    Which demonstrates that his 
                motivation is for their best, not his 
                own glory

• Ask – What should be our attitude toward those we serve?

Prayer Time: 

• Do – Ask the group to pray for the leaders of The Chapel as well as other Christian leaders they follow.  Then 
pray for their role, as Chapel attendees, in helping the body of Christ function as it ought.
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Bible:

What are the false Gods out there today?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

How have these hurt others or me?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

How can I help somone break free from these?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Ways Paul became “like them.” (1 Corinthians 9:20-22)

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Who am I reaching out to and becoming like them?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
 


