
Sermon on The Plain…Faith and Money in Luke 
 
 

I started studying and found… 
Looking at his disciples, he said:  “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours 
is the kingdom of God.”   

Luke 6:20 
 

No servant can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot 
serve both God and Money.”   

Luke 16:13 
 

Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!  Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”   

Luke 18:24 
 
I looked a bit further… 
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who 
are proud in their inmost thoughts.  He has brought down rulers from their 
thrones but has lifted up the humble.  He has filled the hungry with good 
things but has sent the rich away empty.   

Luke 1:51-53 
 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor.   

Luke 4:18-19 
 
 
The parable of the rich fool     Luke 12:16-21 
 
The parable of the shrewd manager.    Luke 16:1-15 
This section has powerful teaching on money. Jesus says, “Use worldly 
wealth to gain friends, for when it is gone you’ll be welcomed in eternal 
dwellings.” Consider Jesus’ other thoughts on money …”Whoever can be 
trusted with little can be trusted with much …no servant can serve two 
masters …it is either God or money.  
So much of this issue of money starts with it’s power over us. Are we free 
from the love of money? Are we willing to trust God to provide? Am I 
generous? Jesus gives us strong cautions about money. He finishes this 
section with a warning that man values sometimes is what God detests. 



This should caution us to look deeply at our interaction and connections 
with mammon. 

 
The story of the rich man and Lazarus   Luke 16:19-31 

 
And I’m thinking…wealth and the poor are a huge concern for Jesus (in 
Luke) and his followers are employed to participate in the sharing of the 
good news with the poor.  Money is seen not just “economically” but also 
“communally.”   
 
Even in Acts (Luke’s next book) the new covenant community practiced 
generosity as a sharing community. Many still in context of relationship 
and community (4:32-35)…”there was no needy person among them.”   

           


